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by Juan de Colonia, that every traveller will hasten.
And yet, indeed, I think there are three chapels in the
church more worthy of attention: one of them, that in
the north transept, is of the thirteenth century; the two
other are Capilla S. Gregorio and that one immediately
to the west of it; they are of the fourteenth century. It
is true they are beautiful, simple, full of grace, built for
the worship of God, but all the world prefers rather to
wonder at Juan of Colonia than to be satisfied with the
beauty he failed to understand. Juan was of German
birth, and is generally supposed to have been brought to
Burgos by Bishop Alfonso de Cartagena on his return
from the council of Basle. The upper part of the western
steeples of the cathedral, the great Carthusian monastery
of Miraflores not far away, and S. Pablo of Valladolid are
all the work of this foreigner, Of him Streetl says,(His
work is very peculiar* It is essentially German in its
endless intricacy and delicacy of detail, but has features
that I do not remember to have seen in Germany, which
may be fairly attributed either to the Spaniards who
worked under him or to an attempt on his part to accom-
modate his work to Spanish tastes/ However that may
be, his work is of the most rich and florid sort That it is
delightful it is difficult to deny, that it is fitting or sincere
I think is much easier. It has neither gravity nor humour,
it is full of gesticulation, a little obvious, a little blatant
To pray in such a place if one were sorry might seem
impossible, and if one were glad one would go to the
hills. To sleep there in death would be more terrible
than to be buried in a great city, since it lacks the poor
humanity even of so mean a place as a London cemetery.
And so it is reduced at last, since all else is refused it, to
rejoice in the wonder of the stranger who, guide-book in
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